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reviews 

45 Soundcheck March’s selected albums, including new releases from Einsturzende Neubauten, Peter 

20 Print Run New music books: terminal sonic theory; on the road with The Grateful Dead; going to 
church with Elvis 73 Multimedia Meet MIT's Tod Machover hyperspace instrumentalist 


inside 

your monthly exploration of new music 


4 Resurgence 

A guide to all the music featured on this month’s free cover CD 

8 Global Ear: Marrakesh 
14 Bites 

T Power Drum 'n' bass conspiracy theorist Ui New York space rockers Jonah Sharp/ 
Reflective Electronica’s serene shape-shifter Dave Douglas Jazz's zigzag wanderer 


18 A-Z of Electro 

Your bodypopping guide to the music that mixed up techno-pop, cartoon sci-fi and video 
games, and shot the funk into space. By David 'Chilly 1 Toop 


22 Sonic Boom 

From Spacemen B to EAR, Pete Kember (aka Sonic Boom) has produced some of the most 
drug-addled, wigged-out psychedelia yet By Edwin Pouncey 


24 Thomas Koner 

Wrap up warm and enter the antarctic chill-out zone with Germany's frost-bitten explorer of 
ice age electronics. By Biba Kopf 


26 Tortoise 

Q: how do you reinvent rock? A: move to Chicago, form a group called Tortoise, buy some 
weird instruments, listen to King Tubby, and watch the world fall at your feet By Rob Young 


30 John McLaughlin 


34 Faust 

With chainsaws, helicopters and exploding TVs, the industrial guerrillas of Krautrock are still 
laying siege to the citadels of pop. Mike Barnes meets a world class wrecking crew 


40 Les Baxter 

The King of Exotic Easy Listening, Les Baxter’s records conjured weird emotions in the minds 
of suburban baby boomers the world over. David Toop hails music’s first virtual tourist 

42 Invisible Jukebox: Mixmaster Morris 

Mike Barnes discusses Coldcut, Can, The Shamen, This Heat and more with the Ambient guru 









A guide to the music compiled 
FREE with this month’s issue of 


16 track Resurgence CD, 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month ... 





















SMOKING CAUSES 

Chief Medica 
5 mg Tai 









HEART DISEASE 


Officers’ Warning 
0.5 mg Nicotine 









£■ ^^'11 *■ V Selected highlights of the month’s live events! 

Ur LVAJLIi Lwl l9 happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 










soundings 

Bristol New Trinity (3), Cardiff University Miles Davis: Guy Barker joins to 


Spain’s (7), Dublin Olympia (8), Glasgow Ahead and Sketches OfSpain. Plus 

Garage (10), Nottingham Clinton Rooms works by Cage, Nancarrow and 

(11), Manchester MDH (12), Bradford Zimmermann. London QEH, 4 March, 

University (13), London Forum (14) 7:45pm, 0171 960 4242; 

Towards The Millennium London Birmingham Symphony Hall, 5, 
Sinfonietta’s tribute to Gil Evans and 7:30pm, 0121 212 3333 

National 



Disobey It's back!... sort of. Starting 15 March, 9pm-6am, £8.50/£6.50, 

this month: a regular ‘Kino Disobey’ slot 0171 437 0521 

to screen unusual/forgotten film PM Scientists Weekly Wednesday 

archives. This month: a rough cut of a night slot for progressive abstrakt beat j 

Can live performance from 1972. happenings. Guest DJs include Andy C ; 

London Horse Hospital Colonnade, (6 March), Attica Blues/D’Afro (13), 

WC1,21 March, 8-11 pm, £4,0181 Jedi Knights (27). London Jazz Bistro, j 

960 9529 (info only) EC1, Wednesdays, 9pm-2am, £3, info j 

Electronic Lounge Music from The 0181 780 9766 

Wire Sound System rises above the Rumpus Room MK Ultra, Goldfinger : 

hubbub. London ICA, 5 March, 9pm- and Xavier squeeze styles through the 

1 am, £2.50/£2,0171 498 3032 blender, plus different special guest DJ ! 

Electronica hits the South Coast: Sundays, 7pm-midnight, £3,0171 

regular DJs play Main, Coil, Scanner, 388 0558 

Germ, p-Ziq, Zorn, Oval, etc. Brighton The Sprawl DJs Paul Thomas (Kiss 

Basement Club, 6 and 20 March, FM) and Calvin Bush ( Muzik magazine), 

8pm-midnight, free. Info at plus live vocal sampladelia from Bit 


Regional 

joannab/f.html Buckingham Palace Road, SW1,28 

Listening and Exotica, from Les Baxter m’ship includes half-hour free Internet : 

’Wishmountain’ Herbert). London Coldcut, DJ Food, The Herbafeer, Funki j 

Albany, 9 March, 9pm-1 am, £5/£4, Porcini, etc at the controls. London 

0171 281 8106 Blue Note, 28 March, 9:30pm-3am, 

insanity hosted by the Ambient Soho The Wireless Freestyle rinsing 

A Rhyming Planet), Plug Research, drum ’n’ bass and progressive 

Richard James, Squarepusher, Strictly Electronica. London Upstairs at the 

Kev, Rob Hall (Gescom) and Zero Garage, 1 and 29 March, 9pm-3am, 

Gravity Sound System. London Rocket £4/£3,0171 607 1818 



Soundings items should reach us by Friday 8 March for inclusion in the April issue 



























































Royal Festival Hall 




Off the map 

(think of the consequences) 


Classic film with groundbreaking new 
soundtracks played live + rare performances 
of celebrated film scores 


| Camera Makes Whoopeef] 



Arnold Schoenberg’s masterpiece Accompaniment to a Film Scene 

| La Dolce Vita | 

Queen Elizabeth Hall RFHO at I Guildhall School of Music I 
7.45pm Symphony Orchestra 



Box office 0171 960 4242 
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In its original incarnation, Electro was black science fictic 
New York, Miami and LA; a super-stoopid fusion of video < 
space suits and cyborg funk. Now that Electro is back, Dai 
to the music that posed the eternal questiop^fetupskr, bu 
























the drugstore cowboy of post-rock; from Spacemen 3 to Spectrum and 
is a stoned celebration of the psychedelic properties of the drone. 

























The arctic wastes of Siberia are a burning desert compared to the cryogenically-fiozen music 
of Thomas Koner. Biba Kopf meets a musician whose work redefines our notions of cool 
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What’s going on? Fusion, that most despised of musical genres, has suddenly become an 
essential reference point for musicians such as Goldie, LTJ Bukem and Howie B. In turn, a first 
generation fusion head like John McLaughlin is revitalising his career by exploring the new 
technologies of drum 'n' bass. Paul Stump talks to McLaughlin, and discovers that everything in 
the Jungle is rosy 


muse 


thrasherama, regarding it r 


; a framework for making music as 


Sketches Of Spain and especially Miles Ah 


ilta blues, then flamenco and then jazz. Ye; 


U I’ve got a tape of Mahavishnu in 
Cleveland in 1971, and it is so on, it’s 
frightening. I was on my knees to the record 
label: Put it out, put it out, please! 11 


Concerto In G? Very jazzy. Ravel visitec 

improvising, and back in Paris showed the 


e European promotional circ 


n’s Langham Hilton hotel he looks the 


every album is autobiographical in some way." 


ties of McLaughlin's Devotion alt 
Ty Young in Lifetime, or with Carlos Santana on Love, Devotion, 
re haven't even mentioned The Mahavishnu Orchestra...). Those 




















Frank talking 

Our March offer: bag a choice Frank Zappa CD plus a 
year’s supply of The Wire for just £30 


Frank Zappa 
The Lost Episodes 
OR 

Frank Zappa 
Strictly Commercial 
(you choose!) 

For the seasoned Zappaphile, The Lost 
Episodes is a 30 track collection, compiled 
by Zappa from his favourite studio rarities, 
unreleased tracks and alternate versions, 
as one of his final projects. Dating from 
1958-72 (with short detours to 1980 and 
92), the selections pay tribute to many of 
the people who affected Zappa's life. Five 
tracks feature Captain Beefheart on vocals. 
Strictly Commercial is a 'Best Of Frank 
Zappa’ including "Peaches En Regalia", 
"Dancin' Fool", "Bobby Brown Goes 
Down", “Valley Girl" and 15 songs you 

great man’s music, all on one disc. 

Choose ONE of these FREE CDs when you 
take out your first subscription to the only 
music magazine that matters. NB: This offer 
applies for a limited period only. Don't lose 
out: £11 in the form below NOW! 
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STRICTLY COMMERCIAL 




Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 















is sacrea 


Two decades down the line, Fhust are still the wayward guerrillas of Krautrock, a sonic 
wrecking crew storming the citadels of culture and good taste. Mike Barnes talks to the group's 
Jean-Herve Peron about the making of the new album Rien, and the problems of organising live 
performances that encompass exploding TVs, chainsaws, helicopters and a sheep 






























LEEDS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 
3-12 MAY 1996 

JAZZ EDUCATORS' CONFERENCE 



NYJO 

, Icebreaker 

1 Juan Martin 

| Hal Galper 

Dave O'Higgins 

College of Music, Cookridge Street, Leed^ LS2 8BH. 

Telephone: 0113 243 2491 Fox: 0113 243 8798 Mn»fM 


WRITE A WORK 

FOR THE DANISH RADIO 

JAZZ ORCHESTRA 

For information call t 
(+45) 35 20 64 05 or 'UltmL. 
fax: (+45) 35 20 61 
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who died in January was the archetypal virtual tourist. From the 50s 
offered baby boomer suburbanites the chance to explore taboo regions 
exotic ritual, all from thejcomfort of their polyvinyl loungers. Appreciation by 









i the image of reconstructed psychosexi 
ned in the islands during World War II* 
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cffeck 


Under the hammer: March's selected CDs and albums 


In this month’s 
review section: 


B12 

Time Tourist 


B12 • Bazooka • Being 
Paul Bowles • James 
Carter • Thomas Chapin 
Classic Acid • Einstiirzende 
Neubauten • Fourth World 
Fushitsusha • Charles 
Gayle • Bruce Gilbert 
Keiji Haino • Peter Hammill 
Larry Heard • Henry Cow 
Hotel X* Howie B • IAM 
Umbrella • Iceberg Slim 
Illusion Of Safety • Jalal 
Thomas Koner • Robert 
Marcel Lepage • Tbny 


Selected Transmissions/Point 


Now that the digitized rhythmic thickets 
have supposedly supplanted the space- 


everyone’s future-music of choice, wh, 


electro-bores who have yet to genuflect 
before the towering altar of breakbeat 


Montgomery • Butch 
Morris • Moroccan Trance 
II ■ Nuyorica! • Abiodun 
Oyewole • William Parker 
The Pharcyde • Courtney 
Pine • IggyPop ■ Pressure 
Of Speech • Ro 70 • Run 
On • Nicholas Sackman 
Pharoah Sanders • Robyn 
Schulkowsky • David 
Shea • Stereolab • Ttek9 
Temps Perdu? • Trans Am 
Ui • Unknown Public 
Whore • Frank Zappa 
:zoviet*france: • Plus: 
critical beats and outer 
limits in brief 



bassffripHop/abstrakt-digi-jazz stuff?). 
Which is OK if the music is any good; not 
so good if it merely reprises the 


innovations of those early Transmat 
12's (the stone tablets of Techno), or, 

machine music of Carl Craig's 1990 
•Psyche'EP. 
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Carmen Linares Queen Elizabeth Hall RFH© 

th#grNii»iiMnsfwnaun«^ccWednesday 13 March 


Hassan Erraji 

-> 

Purcell Room RFH© 



V 7.30pm 

Mohammed Wardi 

Queen Elizabeth Hall RFH0 
Friday 12 April 
7.45pm 

Shankar 

1 

Queen Elizabeth Hall RFH© 
Wednesday 24 April 
7.45pm 

multicuttF^ 

1 

ayal Festival Hall box office 0171 960 4242 

j Royal Festival Hall 





creative music in a plain brown box 



Nick Cave 

biography, discography, 
photos from Cave private 
collection (b/w& colour) 
interviews + CD featuring 
4 unreleased tracks 
-MahSanctun(3.5f/ 

- Lamentation I3.41) 

-One Autumn (2.27) 
-Animal Static (4.W) 
EINSTURZENDE NEUBAUTEN A book made working directly with the 
band + CD single (Nag nag nag. Wusre/ia/ter vers/on/. THE SOUND OF 
SEATTLE Lyrics & interviews from the Grunge & Sub Pop area (Nirva- 

strokes )and Pond (Agathal. WIRE: exploded views Interviews, bio- 
May 1990 (Sixth, What, UDrillU, l/mterwater/SONIC YOUTH/Sonic 

Shaking Hell, Little Jammy Thing) PSYCHIC TV GENESIS PORRIDGE 
A Comprehensive Collection Ov Lyrics 1981-90, T.O.P.Y. artworks in¬ 
fos + CD single [Alaura and Slave Priest by Genesis and Hafler Trio) 
SCONCERTO SERIES - P.O. Box 97 - 01100 VITERBO - ITALY 
Official Worldwide Distributor: MATERIALISONORI 
Wa3Novembre 2 52027 SAN GIOVANNI VALDARNO(Ar)-ITALY 
Ph. (0)55/94.38.88 - Fax (0)55/91.20.370 
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‘The sharpness and 
freakishness of many of 


Nicholson’s books make 
you want to compare him 
to Will Self...But 
Nicholson is a more 
subtle, feeling writer than 
Self, and his books remain 
with you.’ 
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new notes at a g |ance EEH— 

information from SPNM 
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Hayward Gallery 


Fiona Banner 
Terry Gilliam 
Douglas Gordon 


Peter Greenaway 


SPELLBOUND 


ART AND FILM: 




Damien Hirst 
Steve McQueen 
Eduardo Paolozzi 
Paula Rego 
Ridley Scott 
Boyd Webb 

22 February -6 May 1996 

Hayward Gallery, London 
Information line 0171 960 4208 

10am -6pm daily 

Tuesday and Wednesday until 8pm 1 
Closed Good Friday 5 April : - 
Admission-£5, concessions ISO ' 
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